CHAMPLAIN VALLEY RIGHT TO LIFE

Winter newsletter

PLATTSBURGH MARCH FOR LIFE

     Champlain Valley Right to Life will sponsor its annual March for Life on January 16th, 2011.  We hold this yearly event to remind our community of the continued killing of the innocent unborn on Brinkerhoff St in our city.  

     We are very pleased to have our new Bishop, Most Reverend Terry LaValley as our guest speaker this year.  I’m sure we will all be inspired by his message.  He will be traveling a long distance so let’s give him a warm reception.
     Because we are creatures of habit and because “if it fits, why change?” we will gather at the Newman Center at 90 Broad St. to begin the march at 1:30 P.M. This church has a very nice gathering place where you can sit and offer prayers while waiting to march.

     After we process to St. John’s Church at 20 Broad Street the program begins at about 2:00 P.M.  Our program is planned to last no longer than one hour, after which everyone is invited to join us in the lower church for a reception.  Bishop LaValley has been invited to join us so you can meet him if you haven’t already.
     Please mark your calendar now and plan to join us. For years we have slogged through rain, snow or whatever the weatherman gives us for the sake of the babies.  For years the onslaught against innocent human life has continued.  Even though time dulls our sensitivity to this atrocity, let’s not forget the message Pope John Paul II gave us.  “Woe unto those who do not defend human life”. 

LIFE CHAIN 2010

     Champlain Valley Right to Life wants to sincerely thank each and every one of you who attended this year’s National Life Chain.   This is the  18th  year we have sponsored this chain.  Many of you have come year after year to this important public display of our opposition to abortion, and your dedication and tenacity speaks volumes to those who drive by.  One hundred fifty to about two hundred attended on Smithfield Blvd. to hold signs displaying our main messages – “Abortion kills children” and “Abortion hurts women”.

     Three of our major “shakers and movers” of recent years are gone (Fr. Bleau and Bart Gaffney have died and Fr. Hauser was transferred) so it was encouraging and impressive to see many of you carrying on the message without them.  Thank you very much.  God Bless You.

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY RIGHT TO LIFE   --- A HISTORY

     Champlain Valley Right to Life Committee was born May 25, 1971 at Howard Johnson’s in Plattsburgh with the new chairman of New York State Right to Life Committee, Ed Golden as the inaugural speaker.  Both Champlain Valley Right to Life Committee and Champlain Valley Birthright were started simultaneously and used the same officers and resources at the beginning.
     We were instrumental in starting, or aiding the beginning of Right to Life and Birthright groups in such cities as Ticonderoga, Saranac Lake, Malone, Burlington, VT and Montreal, PQ.  (The Birthright groups were started before there had to be a separation from Right to life groups because of the charter belonging to Birthright).

     In one year 130 presentations were given promoting the respect for innocent human life from conception to a natural death.  Most Knights of Columbus councils, Altar and Rosary Societies, Catholic Daughters, as well as numerous exhibits and programs given to schools and college groups, were given, usually to receptive audiences.

     Champlain Valley Right to Life Committee obtained permission from Bishop Bryzana for a Diocesan-wide church canister collection and it was very successful. We also started the New York State Right to Life Committee canister collection with permission of Terence Cardinal Cook, Oct 11, 1973.  Our funding efforts were so successful that New York State Right to Life Committee actually funded their first conference and largely paid for the expenses of establishing the New York State Right to Life Committee with Ed Golden as its first chairman.  The Save-a-Baby project was also started by Champlain Valley Right to Life and is still going on.
     We began having an exhibit at the Clinton County Fair in 1971 and one of our booths was borrowed by Franklin County Fair for our sister group in Malone, by the Syracuse Right to Life for the New York State Fair for 2 years.  The booth was last seen in a Wolf St. Mall in Albany.

     Dr. John and Clair Middleton were the first chainmen followed by Dr. John Boule`, then Nancy Monette, Capt. Ron and Grace Fay, Donna Arnold, Shirley Thompson, Roger and Mary Ellen Miner, the Middletons again and finally Bart and Wanda Gaffney. 

                                                                             Submitted by Dr. John Middleton

     With the election of Bart Gaffney as chairman the impetus turned somewhat more to activism.  (not that the others weren’t active, as noted above).  In 1993 the year Planned Parenthood announced it would be starting to kill babies at their site, Bart organized the first Plattsburgh Life Chain.  Nearly 1,000 people attended.  This has been an national ( and Plattsburgh) event every year since.  He also initiated a “Stations of the Cross for the Victims if abortion” on Good Friday in conjunction with local churches.  Under the guidance of Fr. Bleau, he encouraged the initiation of Project Gabriel, a successful parish-based crisis pregnancy program.  He always worked to keep the pro-life message in front of the community through letters to the editor, quarterly newsletters, and being available for interviews, etc.   He continued the booth at the Clinton Co. Fair, the annual Plattsburgh March for Life and for a number of years organized the Washington March for life bus.
While under the auspices of no one, it is a monument to his dedication and persistence that prayers for the victims of abortion have been, and continue to be, said daily in front of Planned Parenthood on Thursdays at 10:00 A.M.

     So you can see this has organization has a varied and successful history.  With the death of Bart Gaffney we are seeking a new chairman.  It really isn’t a hard job.  You just need the conviction that the killing of innocent humans is wrong and a little initiative to do something about it, as the others have done before.  

PS  An event is in the planning stage to celebrate this anniversary on or about May 25th  next year.  More details will  appear in our spring newsletter.  

                                                                Submitted by Wanda Gaffney

